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PRINCIPAL'S CORNER
We are happy to welcome back our students enrolled in Virtual
Jefferson at the end of this month. Learning virtually can be
challenging, but our students, parents and teachers have done a
wonderful job participating in online learning. I've been able to
pop into a few Google Meets and wave hello to all virtual
students.

Plans are underway to deliver an 8 classroom modular building to accommodate those
classes affected by the �re in Annex 1. Until we can move into the modular building, we are
utilizing every available and suitable space for students to accommodate our returning virtual
students.

Several Jefferson Parish Schools have donated materials or funds to replace the instructional
materials lost in the �re in Annex 1. Alice Birney had a dress down day and raised over $300 to
donate to Ellis. Chateau Estates sent over books for classroom libraries. Woodland West
shared extra Chromebooks for our 3rd graders to use. There have many more anonymous
donations that we are very thankful for. If you or anyone you know would like to make a
donation, you may do so on our Ellis online store.

Please reach out if you have any questions or concerns.

Sincerely,
Lisa Kendrick
Principal

GRADE LEVEL NEWS

PRE K
Welcome Mrs. Katie to PreK! Mrs. Katie was a 2nd grade teacher at Ellis and is now taking the
place of Ms. Gina in Pre K.
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1ST GRADE
In math, the students have been working hard in module 1-sums
and differences to 10. The students are making signi�cant
progress towards �uency with addition to 10 and will soon
move on to subtraction to 10. We have been working on the
process of having the students compose and decompose
numbers, they have been describing "put together" situations
with number bonds and counting on.

In ELA our Eagles are �nishing up fables and folktales and will be learning about the human
body this month. We will learn about the skeletal, digestive, circulatory, nervous, and muscular
systems. In our skills unit, we are continuing to practice our letter sounds, learning how to
identify nouns, and adding tricky words to our skill set. We will also add in the student readers
this month and begin �uent reading and comprehension. In Social Studies, we have learned
about communities and changes in
communities. In Science, we are studying parts of animals. In Spanish Language Arts, we have
been reviewing the vowel sounds and learning some vocabulary words. We started learning the
�rst consonant, Mm, and will move to the second consonant, Pp, this month. Students are
working on recognizing syllables. We will begin reading pattern books. We also learned about
lowercase letters and uppercase letters and when to use each of them. We will learn about
nouns in Spanish.

Science and Math seen to be the students favorite subjects right now. In Math, we are working
on identifying shapes, using a 10 frame to count to 10, and matching number quantities. The
students have been counting just about everything in the classroom. In Science, we are
learning about the 5 senses. We have been using our senses to explore our environment. We
have worked with shaving cream, play dough, loud and soft sounds and smelly cups. While
working on our sense of touch, the students participated in an experiment about germs.
Special lotion was applied to the student's hands and then a black light was used to show the
students where the germs were hiding on their hands. The curiosity of this PreK class is
amazing and we are excited to see them learn!

KINDERGARTEN
This month we focused on CKLA Skills and Knowledge and Eureka Math; speci�cally lines,
nursery rhymes, positional words, shapes, identifying numbers 0-5, and touching and counting
objects to 5. In CKLA Skills, we are learning about lines: vertical, horizontal, diagonal, cups,
humps, spirals and shapes. In CKLA Knowledge, we have been working on nursery rhymes and
sequencing. Some of the nursery rhymes we have learned are Little Miss Muffet, Jack and Jill,
Jack Be Nimble, This Little Piggy Went to the Market and several others. For brain breaks, we
have been playing with play dough and shaving cream painting, as well as Fun Fridays
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2ND GRADE
In Social Studies, we began using maps to learn about our world as a whole through
continents, major oceans, hemispheres and North America. We then began to narrow the
focus to the United States and Louisiana. Students learned about communities and about the
impact of where people live geographically on how they live.
Science – Our �rst bundle explores the idea of what plants and animals need to survive.
Students created a hypothesis of what plants need to survive and are conducting an
experiment to test out their hypotheses. Variables of sunlight and water are being
experimented. Children are observing and recording their observations daily during to reveal
the conclusion of their hypothesis.
French Language Arts – The French students completed a guided reading unit for the story
Dino à l’école. We practiced the skill of asking and answering questions in French throughout
the story. As we learned new vocabulary, we practiced annotating our text with our new words.
We learned to use it when searching for the answer.
ELA – - In Unit 1 of Knowledge, students learned about fairy tales. The students really enjoyed
hearing these stories and learning about the elements of them, especially the ones that
contain exaggeration. They were also introduced to the American frontier setting and listened
to the adventures as the characters headed west. In Skills, we started reading "The Bandit Cat."
We will be working on answering questions and going back to the story to �nd the key
evidence to the questions, as well as the sequence of events.
Math – In Module 1, students learned various strategies for mastering sums and differences
with one and two digit numbers to 100. Students utilized the base ten structure for solving
addition and subtraction problems with decomposition, friends (facts) of 10, ten plus sums,
take a ten, the “next” ten. Students have deepened their understanding of place value through
this unit and will apply this knowledge in Module 2.
Spanish Language Arts – We are reviewing the vowel sounds at the beginning of the words. At
the same time, we are learning new vocabulary words in Spanish with the vowel sounds and
identifying it.

3RD GRADE
3rd graders are learning their way around google classroom to complete assignments in all
subjects. In math students are learning multiplication and division facts by drawing groups,
drawing arrays and counting on. In science 3rd graders are learning that all organisms have life
cycles. Students will also study how animals inherit traits from their parents. Students are
using maps skills to learn about Louisiana's geography. Students are reading different stories
and discussing the central message. Soon students will learn about �gurative language.

4TH GRADE
4th Grade ELA:
This nine weeks in ELA (English Language Arts), we are learning all about hurricanes. Students
are reading literary and informational texts to learn about hurricanes and their impact on
Louisiana. Students will understand how history involves the sharing of memories and the



differences between �rsthand and secondhand accounts. Students will also express their
understanding of the impact of hurricanes on Louisiana by writing a �rst person narrative
about an experience in a hurricane based on texts that they have read.

4th Grade Social Studies:
The 4th grade has just �nished wrapping up their �rst unit about maps, geography, and physical
features of the United States. We will now begin learning about the early explorations of the
United States. They will learn about what motivated explorers to seek out and settle on new
land. Students will also learn about the 13 American colonies and what life was like for
colonists in the earliest days of American history. 

4th Grade Math:
This month in Math, we will be �nishing up Module 1 on place value by expanding our
knowledge through the exploration of addition and subtraction of multi-digit numbers. As we
move into Module 2, students will use length, mass and capacity in the metric system to
convert between units using place value knowledge. Students will be able to recognize
patterns of converting units on the place value chart, just as 1000 grams is equal 1 kilogram,
1000 ones is equal to 1 thousand. Conversions are recorded in two-column tables and number
lines, and are applied in single- and multi-step word problems solved by the addition and
subtraction algorithm or a special strategy. Mixed unit practice prepares students for multi-
digit operations and manipulating fractional units in future modules.
4th Grade Science:
This month in Science, we will be wrapping up our investigative learning on plants and animal
parts. Students will design a zoo that is organized by grouping animals with the best sense
receptors, and students will describe how having those sense receptors helps animals survive.
In addition, students will design a scavenger hunt for students who go on �eld trips to the zoo.
4th Grade Spanish Immersion:
In Spanish 4th grade Immersion is working on reading comprehension. We are working
through different kinds of texts, learning new vocabulary and reviewing what we already know.
Students are also working on descriptions and comparing people or objects using the form
"más ...que" -"Mi hermano es más alto que yo".

4th Grade French Immersion:
In French Immersion students are reading short �ction texts to improve their reading
comprehension. They are improving their writing by keeping a journal and working on grammar
and vocabulary exercises.

5TH & 6TH GRADE

In 6th grade, we are happy that our hybrid students are back at school every day! In math, we
have breezed through a review of fractions. We will move onto operations using multi-digit
whole numbers and decimals. Your child will be expected to pass at least 5 I-ready math
lessons in the �rst quarter. They have some time for I-ready built into the day but they will also
need to complete some lessons at home.



In ELA, we are continuing with our Steve Jobs unit. We are discussing how failure can often
lead to success with hard work, deliberate practice, and the ability to persevere. 6th graders
will be participating in a debate of whether they agree or disagree that the Wright Brothers
would agree with Steve Jobs' statement "Stay Hungry. Stay Foolish."
In social studies, we are going to be covering Ancient River Civilizations.
In science, the students are learning all about Force and Motion, next they will learn about
kinetic and potential energy.
In middle school French, the students are learning about analyzing literature texts in French.
They are analyzing the characters and plot. Students will make an oral presentation about their
own stories. They also practice conjugation of regular and irregular verbs.
In 5th grade, we are learning lots! In ELA, the students are learning all about scientists and the
scienti�c process by reading �ction and non-�ction texts from the guidebook unit called "The
Making of a Scientist." One of the most interesting things learned is that we are all acting like
scientists when we question and observe the world around us.
In math, we have been working on using place value knowledge to multiply and divide, and
compare decimals. After our place value unit, we will be working on multiplying and dividing
whole numbers. Your child will be expected to pass at least 5 lessons in the �rst quarter. They
have a bit of time to complete some lessons at school, but part of this should be done as
independent work at home.
In science, students will continue learning "Interaction of Matter."
In science, 5th grade is learning about interactions in matter. We recently conducted
experiments about matter and the fact that it exists even when we can not see it. Next, we are
going to use different substances to test for solubility. After, we will be moving on to physical
and chemical properties of matter.
In Spanish, we are learning about different country’s celebrations in Hispanic Heritage month.
In French, we will keep developing skills in grammar, vocabulary and reading comprehension.

7TH & 8TH GRADE
7th ELA/SS
Students as well as teachers have been adjusting to our new learning environment.
Academically, students are continuing to read informational and literary text to understand
how they can offer different perspectives. We have also been examining primary and
secondary sources in order to gain an understanding of the causes and effects of the
Revolutionary War and how the war helped shape the American identity.
7th Math
7th graders immediately jumped into integers in module 2 this year as we looked into what
positive and negative numbers could represent and how the operations are applied to them.
We will soon apply these integer rules to rational numbers (which include fractions and
decimals). These types of problems will de�nitely require a lot of concentration for our
students.....but we are Ellis Eagles.....and we are up for the challenge. Be sure to check your
child's loose leaf agenda to know what we are doing each day. All students have regular i-
Ready homework.
7th Science



SCHOOL NEWS

SAVE THE DATE
Los Jefes Mexican Restaurant is hosting a fundraiser for JC
Ellis on October 26th. They will be donating 10% of all proceeds
from the evening will be donated to replace instructional
materials lost in the �re. Mark your calendar!

Our 7th graders are off to a strong start building foundations in the scienti�c process as they
begin to explore physical and chemical properties of various substances. Our focus is ever on
questioning, observations, and putting inferences on trial. We will practice this as we begin to
determine signs of chemical reactions and how different physical properties affect everyday
life, incorporating investigation and data collection into our activities
7th Spanish FLES
Students will continually be exposed to the Spanish Culture through authentic texts and
videos. Also, they will be working with ‘The Family’ unit.

8th ELA
English I is continuing the Odyssey Unit to attain the goal of understanding how great
literature re�ects life and how in any journey, patience is important for gaining wisdom and
experience along the way.
8th grade ELA is continuing The Call of the Wild Unit to attain the unit goal of understanding
how human interactions affect animals and nature and how authors portray animals to serve a
purpose.
8th Math
Our 8th graders who are in the Algebra 1 Honors class have started the Elevate program, as
they participate with other 8th graders throughout the parish. Meanwhile, they will still be
learning 8th grade skills too. The rest of the 8th graders started out the year discovering
properties about geometric rigid transformations in module 2. Soon we will be investigating
angle relationships and triangles as we learn to write informal arguments before we move into
similarity, which involves a change in size, but not shape. Be sure to check your child's
progress every day. All students have regular i-Ready homework.
8th Social Studies
8th Grade Social Studies is �nishing up Colonial Louisiana and will be moving into Louisiana
Purchase and the War of 1812 as we head into October.
8th Spanish FLES
Students will continually be exposed to the Spanish Culture through authentic texts and
videos. Also, they will be working with ‘The Family’ unit.

DONATIONS
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If anyone would like to make a donation to replace classroom materials for the students in
Annex 1, we are able to take those donations through School Cash Online. Among the classes
that lost everything were 3 Special Education classes (Autistic, Generic, Students with
Signi�cant Cognitive Disabilities), 3-5th grade classrooms (1 French, 1 Spanish, 1 traditional),
2-3rd grade classes, the ESL room for our English Language Learners and the Speech
Therapist's room. Please do not feel obligated. Many parents and stakeholders have asked
how they can help.

RETURNING FROM VIRTUAL LEARNING
Students enrolled in Virtual Jefferson may transition back to in-person learning beginning on
Thursday, October 29. Parents must �ll out the form on the JC Ellis website or stop by school
and complete a paper copy, if they want their child to return to in-person learning. This allows
us to prepare to receive our students back with all school supplies, schedules and bus
information. Parents who wish for their child to continue in Virtual Jefferson do not need to
do anything.

Depending on the number of Virtual Jefferson students who return to in-person learning,
schedules for students remaining virtual may change. Students remaining virtual can expect to
have classes live-streamed instead of directly taught by a teacher.

COVID-19
We continue to frequently clean all high-touch areas throughout the day. Students are
reminded to maintain social distance and to wear their masks correctly. With the return of
virtual students, classrooms are being rearranged to provide for the most social distance as
possible. Classes remain static with teachers switching classes rather than students.

People with COVID-19 have had a wide range of reported symptoms – ranging from mild
symptoms to severe illness. Symptoms may appear 2-14 days after exposure to SARS-CoV-2.
Symptoms can include:

Fever or chills
Cough
Shortness of breath or di�culty breathing
Fatigue
Muscle or body aches
Headache
New loss of taste or smell
Sore throat
Congestion or runny nose
Nausea or vomiting
Diarrhea

This list does not include all possible symptoms and children and youth with SARS-CoV-2
infection may experience any, all, or none of these symptoms.



DISTRICT UPDATES

REMINDERS

Should a staff member or student test positive, a formal letter is emailed to all parents.
Students who must be quarantined will receive a personal phone call from either school
administration, Lisa Kendrick or Nicole Morris, the school nurse, Ashley Reynolds, or our CNA,
Ms. Jordan.

If you have any questions, please contact the school nurse Ashley.Reynolds@jpschools.org.

ATTENDANCE
Students must attend all virtual classes for the duration of the class. A record of when
students log in and out of virtual classes is kept daily. If a student is marked absent from a
virtual class, parents will receive an automated phone call. Sometimes the recording will say
that a student is absent in the afternoon from a virtual class. This occurs when the class is
scheduled later in the day on the original schedule. Students who miss 4 or more unexcused
days may be referred to FINS. Please contact the school if you know your child will be absent.

CNA ON CAMPUS
Ms. Jarmika Jordan is the CNA (certi�ed nursing assistant) here at Ellis. Ms. Jordan is here
everyday to assist with students needing attention. You may always reach out to our school
nurse, Ashley.Reynolds@jpschools.org with any questions you may have. Nurse Ashley is here
2-3 days a week.

ACCELERATED READER
Due to our school library limitations with checking out books and the fact that many of our
librarians across the district are currently assisting with virtual instruction and various other
duties, we will be temporarily suspending our district-level Accelerated Reader program. We
will be revisiting this decision at various checkpoints throughout the next several months as
we continue to prioritize and support teachers and students with teaching and learning. Our
goal is to fully return to implementing this program at some point in the future.

NEW SCHOOL HOURS
Our new school hours are 8:00 - 2:50 pm. Students may arrive on campus at 7:30 and car rider
ends at 3:10. Before and After Care will be available starting at 7:00 am and ending at 6:00 pm.
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ELLIS UNIFORM POLICYELLIS UNIFORM POLICY

BEFORE AND AFTER CARE
Child Care will be limited to 48 students. A lottery was held to �ll the 48 spots. As seats
become available, parents will be contacted in the order of the lottery results. Students in
Child Care should bring things from home to keep them entertained such as coloring books,
small toys and small electronics. Electronics must remain off and stay in a school bag during
the school day. We are not responsible for any lost or damaged items. Please email
Anna.Dennis@jpschools.org for more information.

CAR RIDER
We are working on making car rider drop-off as e�cient as we can by taking temperatures and
asking the COVID-19 risk assessment survey questions before students exit their cars in the
morning. The kids are doing a great job exiting their cars, going to get a breakfast under the
breezeway and then to their classrooms to eat. The Pre-K and Kindergarten students already
know the routine and where their classrooms are. In the afternoon, we are keeping grades 3-8
under the pavilion to keep them out of the sun. Grades 1-2 are inside Annex 3 and Kindergarten
is on the back porch of Annex 3. You can help make the afternoon car line go even smoother
by having your sign clearly visible on your dashboard. Please refer to the instructions on the
back of the car rider sign for how the car rider line works. The line starts on Bonnabel Blvd.
Parents should not turn into the car rider line from side streets. This dismissal procedure was
developed with the Jefferson Parish Tra�c Division and the Transportation Department of
Jefferson Parish Schools. Please be considerate of those who have been in the car rider line
and do not turn into the line in front of parents who have been waiting. Parents should never
exit their vehicle and should never be on a cell phone while in car rider line. Cars should
always be in park while in car rider line.

UNIFORM POLICY
Students in PreK-8th grade are required to wear a mask at all times, including on the bus to
and from school. Masks can be any color or design, but may not contain writing, messaging or
inappropriate images. Administration will determine if a masks is distracting. Parents are
encourage to send extra masks to school and to keep in the student's school bag. The full
uniform policy can be found on the Ellis website. All shirts must have the Ellis logo.
Sweatshirts worn in the classroom may not have any writing and should be solid navy, blue or
green.

https://www.jpschools.org/Page/2123
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CURRENT JEFFERSON PARISH CALENDARCURRENT JEFFERSON PARISH CALENDAR

MYPAYMENTSPLUS MEAL ACCOUNTMYPAYMENTSPLUS MEAL ACCOUNT

LOVE WHERE YOU LEARN, LOVE WHO

YOU SERVE

A MESSAGE FROM MRS. ELLYE

Facebook

CONTACT US

801 Brockenbraugh Court, Met… Lisa.Kendrick@jpschools.org

504.833.7254 ellis.jpschools.org/

BOX TOPS
Parents and Friends, we are starting Box Tops again, but now it
is digital.
Go to BTFE.com to see how. Just download the app. select JC
Ellis Elementary School, then scan your receipt. That’s it!!
Thank you for supporting our school. Please email
Dawn.France@jpschools.org if you have any questions.

https://www.jpschools.org/Page/2#calendar1/20200821/month
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October is National Bullying Prevention Month. Our school
Social Worker, Mrs. Ellye Millaway, has organized some
wonderful activities to teach our students how to stand up to a
bully.

Anti-bullying poster and coloring contest- Students in grades 3-
5 and 6-8 can participate in a poster making contest! Winners
will receive a prize! Posters should be completed at home and brought to school on Friday
October 16.
Students in grades Pre-K-2 can participate in a coloring contest where they will color a sheet
related to bullying.

Stand Up for Others Week- October 12-October 16- Teachers will look out for students that are
“Caught being kind” and standing up for others. These students will earn a special certi�cate.

Classroom Presentations- I will come to each homeroom class and do the Jefferson Parish
mandated Anti-Bullying training and show the district's anti-bullying video, every student will
sign the bully-free pledge.

Red Ribbon Week October 26-30th
Monday Oct 26- Rally in Red!
Kick off red ribbon week by wearing red
Tuesday Oct 27- Drug free from head to toe!
Crazy hair or hats, crazy socks
Wednesday Oct 28- Team up against drugs!
Wear your favorite team’s jersey
Thursday Oct 29- Ellis Eagles are proud to be drug free!
Wear an Ellis spirit shirt (do they have these?) or our school colors, Green, White, and blue
Friday Oct 30- Looking forward to the future!
Dress like something you want to be when you grow up!
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